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These were some of the factors that influenced the
landscape changes in the public square throughout time,
when compared to the plants allocated there in the first
settlement and to those observed in the following years,
due to the lack of concern to maintaining the same species.
Another factor that contributed to such a change was the
insertion of certain constructions, such as the shelter for the
steam locomotive, a newsstand, a taxi stand and a police
station.

Several users see the public square as an uninteresting
place, which could receive some improvements (BISSOLI,
20006). Thus, the entire area needs to be renewed, not only
to restore some of the original characteristics, but also the
people’s pleasure in attending the place, since the public
square was a stage for several important facts in the city
of Lavras.

4. CONCLUSIONS

With the research, it was possible to make a
reconstruction of how the rise of the public square occurred,
besides its evolution.

The public square was created with the purpose of
decorating the space in front of the Railroad Station of
Lavras, marking a moment when these spaces started to be
built in a planned manner.

Currently, both original gardens and surroundings are
disposed. The insertion over the time of vegetation and
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public furniture, both different from the original design,
contributed to the public square mischaracterization.
Associated to this, the entire Railroad Station area garden
is in decline.

The first factor that caused such decay was the demolition
of the old station, a highly estimated architectonic work-
of-art, which was destroyed in the name of “progress”
and “modernity”. Furthermore, the deactivation of
railroad transportation services also caused the buildings
obsolescence, which interfered with the landscape quality
of the public square.

Since itis a place of historical importance, it is necessary
beyond to restoring and revitalizing both public square and
its surroundings, bringing back the original characteristics
of the past and, associate them with the present expressing
the original meanings the place had for society.
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